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reaſons. are to determine the judgment ; * 
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ut favorable opinion you kong been plea- 
ſed to expreſs. humble endeayours to 


| ts that valuable cauſe in which, with your 


Lordſhip, I have the honour. and happineſs to 
be embarked, encourages me io addreſs to you - . 
as my Piocelan, and as one who has the intereſt 
and welfare of religion at heart, the following 
brief remarks, upon the expediency of reviſing. 
« by Authority our preſent tranſlation - of the 
« Holy Scriptures; ” a meafure which has for 
ſome time paſt been pretty, generally agitated, 
and which conſidering the N it may have 
upon ſociety at the preſent junQure, is certainly 5 


| en to the mor mature deliberation. 


"This ſubjeR, 1 my Lord, has always, was it muſt ' 
be Sed ed "kb ſingular propriety, enga- 
ged the — and employed the abilities of 
700 lincere friend to chriſtianity z and in con- 


OT 


4% 


STR for relaxation. 1 


I I am not one of thoſe who, contemplating co- 
temporary exertions with the jaundiced eye of 
antiquarian prejudice, think it high time to deſiſt 


indeed well nigh forgotten. 
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. Tequenee hereof, numerous vernacular. tranſlati- 


ons (a) of progreſſional merit, have, from time to 


time, made their appearance, which, ſuperſeded 
by others more correttly performed and of more 
approved fidelity, 


1 


4 


are now little conſulted and 


from our ſcriptural reſearches and to reſt .con- 


rented with the excellent verſion we are already 
_mpollefiion of.” No, my Lord, let us continue 


ele chriſtian labours with increaſing vigour; let 


us make uſe of the helps which ample and impro- 
ved ſtores of modern erudition have afforded us; 


. this chief corner-ſtone of our religion w 


let us confidently go from ftrengthsto firength, 


and while any thing remains undone to ee: 
this chief corner, of our ich it 
is in the power of human ſagacity to perſorm, let 


us deem that difpoſition criminal that contends 
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WMith chis liberal conceſſion however to the 


general utility of biblical emulation; with this 


quit acknowledgment to the delerving labours of 


the theological critic, 1 yet cannot ſo far agree 


>» 


im opinion with the advocates for a © reviſion by 
Authority, as to ſuppoſe that the period is, at 


length, arrived when it may become dangerous 
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© that; at the preſent moment, no reviſion, even of 
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the moſt undiſputed ſuperiority, could be pubhc- | 
ly adopted without being publicly injurious; and 


no man who has the good of his country at heart, 
and duly conſiders the perturbed and unhinged 
| ſtate of ſociety which now ſo unfortunately pre- 


vails in moſt of the nations of Europe, can recoms. . 
mend without, at leaſt, an impeachment of bis 
judgment, innovations by which chriſtianity ma 


be little ſtrengthened, but which under ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, may eventually debilitate and ſubvert - 
the concord and happineſs of community, «/ 


The ſubjett, however, I am ſorry to obſerve. 


5 is likely to occupy a conſiderable ſhare of the 


public attention, not only from the partial and 
| well executed verſions of many able and eminent 


men among us, (5) and eſpecially from the more 
complete Tranflation of the Holy Scriptures by: 
Dr. Geddes, whoſe Proſpectus has been allowed 
to bear indiſputable teſtimony to his knowledge 
of the duty of a tranſlator, but alſo from Dr. 

Symonds's ** Obſervations on the expediency of 
reviſing the preſent verſion of the Epiſtles in the 


41 St 


* 


New Teſtament,” (being a judicious continuation | 


of his former remarks upon the“ verſion of the 


Four Goſpels and the Acts of the Apoſtles”) and 
more particularly from a late * Hiſtorical view of 


the Engliſh Biblical Tranſlations * by the vene- 


rable and learned the Archbiſhop of Armagh, 5 


whoſe deciſive opinion in favor of “the expedi. 


ency of a new verſion. by authority will doubt. 
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(i Louth, Neweome, Caupbel, Wakeßeld, cc. 


* 
. 
e it — 2 1 Fw * 2 . , , ; 
— — ** 1 f 
* —— —— * + * : 
. 2 8 


£4 6 27 5 
. great way in preparing the b of the 
more intelligent and informed part of the nation 


do expect ſuch a reviſion, in convincing them of 
Us n deen. them of its necelty.. - 


Naturally inclined; my Lord, to reſpeR every 
Endeavour that has for its objett the advance- 
ment of ehriſtianity and the melioration of ſoci- 
-ety, I behold wich a mixture of applauſe and re- 
ret, the learning and the talents of my cotem- 
Poraries and ſuperiors exerted in ſupport ofa 
- cauſe, which, it is reaſonable to believe, cannot 
triumph but at an expence far diſproportioned to 
the benefit that may reſult from it. Though there- 
fore, generally ſpeaking, I readily acquieſce in 
Opinion with our venerable tranſlators that «© Zeal 
io promote the common good whether it be by 
A deviſing any thing ourſelves, or reviſing that 

which hath been laboured by others, deſerveth 
A certainly much reſpett and eſteem, (c) yet, in 
full perſuaſion that this * common good” is, 
or the ER nathan, to be promoted by a 
Ready adherence to old. principles and cuſtoms 
than by a weak and undigeſted adoption of new; 
1 look. with ſuſpicion. upon all deviſing and 
Temfeng, ſearſul that; however innocent or even 
profitable they may be in themſelves, they will 
pot eſcape thoſe conſtruQions and diſtortions by 
men of ignorant and perverſe minds, which may 
ultimately render them a very ſerious injury; 
and much as I lament that it ſhould be «fo 
hard a ag to ee. even bon we "God 2 
; 5 'Y 2 ; . ed Go 
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L Tex. 
ih beſt; and. do feek 10 
to every one's conſcience,” /d) Lſhobld yet 
more lament the public adoption of even 'the. 
moſt reaſonable reviſal of the Scriptores, if 1 


thought, (as ſeriouſly and fincerely 1 do think) 
that * deſettive ſtate of education and the pres. 


valing figns of the times fairly taken imo hg 


account, it might tend more, upon the Mhole, 10 


ſeduce men into infidelity, then either to. increaſs 5 | 


their faith or to pong therr practice. 


Among the various objeRions that binks bam: 
| alledged againſt the adoption of a New Tranſla- 
tion, and which the excellent prelate above- 
mentioned has thought proper, with their refuta- 
tion, to introduce to the notice of his readers; 


thoſe ſtrike me as entitled to moſt regard, ank 
as calculated to withſtand. the ſtrongeſt ſhafts of 
75 the adverſary, which are founded, Fir on the 
reſpett due to our preſent received verſion _ 


from its intrinſic excellency; Secondly, on 
the advantages derived by it from its antiquity'z' 
and Thirdly on the hazard of fuch 'an — 
ment to people of weak underſtandings but of - 
honeſt faith. To theſe, my Lord, I beg leave 


to add a fourth, and, in my opinion, an irreſiſti- 


ble objeQtion againſt the public adoption, forthe 
preſent, of any other verſion whatever, founded 


upon the 4ll conſequences which may with reaſon 5 


: be apprehended from ſuch a ſtep in the prefent 
| {can and unſettled ſtate of — 
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Þ As ſome of theſe objeQions have been already 


inſiſted upon, though I think hardly urged with _ 


that force and activity which, from their nature, 


they appear to admit of, I ſhall embrace the 
. . apology thereby thrown in my way for being fo 
much the more brief in my notice of them at 
- preſent, and proceed to that argument, which, 
powerful and fraught with conviction as it is, I 


lincerely regret the opportunity afforded me of 


preſſing into my ſervice upon this occaſion. 


I. In the firſt place then, my Lord, as to the re- 


gard due to our preſent received verſion from its 


intrinſic excellency, it appears, upon an imparti- 


al inveſtigation of the opinions of thoſe who 


muſt be acknowledged competent judges, that it 


is, upon the whole, a clear, animated, and judi- 


cious tranſcript of the great oracles of our faith; - 
that its errors are comparatively but trifling. 
being for the moſt part of ſuch a kind as are in 
no reſpett injurious either to faith or practice; 
hat it preſerves the unqueſtionable ſenſe of all 
+ "the leading doctrines of its divine original, of 


all thoſe ineſtimable precepts by which chriſtians 


of every denomination are concerned to faſhion 
their hives and conduct, and that where it/ muſt 


be conſeſſed to fail in correctneſs, it rather fails 


in certain points touching accuracy of expreſſion 
and want of connexion, (in the Old Teſtament 


elpecially) than in any of thoſe fundamental and 


-awtul-truths on which, from infancy to age, with 


Fond fecurity and holy hope, the human mind has 
repoſed for its ſalvation, : RO ae 
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I The merit of our preſent received ve 


4 * 


by the chriſtian for conſolation and by the ſcho- 
lar for inſtruftion, and may, be juſtly. held up, 


even in theſe poliſhed times, as the pureſt ſtan- 
dard of the Engliſh language and the beſt crite :- 


rion of ſound and claſſical compoſition; nor can 


any one who lays claim to correct taſte fit down sm 


to its peruſal without a manifeſt improval of it 


means of ſo chaſte a model; a model which, OY 
notwithſtanding a few obſolete and debaſed terms, 
we ſhall. in vain hope to ſee ſurpaſſed by any 


combination of ſtrength and elegance to which 


the {kill and erudition of our moſt eminent cos 
-temporaries may give birth. (e) N 


To enumerate all the particular inſtances in 


our authoritative verſion that might be adduced 


in ſupport of this aſſertion would be to extraſt 


half its contents. Every page, my Lord, of the 
inſpired! writings is conſpicuous for ſome grace 


of compoſition or other; but though I mean not 
largely to enter upon the ſubjett, I yet cannot 
debar myſelf the pleaſure of a few extracts, taken 


rather by chance than choice, from a cluſter.of 


conſtellations where it is impoſſible to determine 


: re 


which {tar ſhines with the greater luſtre, 
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0 The ſacred writings, even in our tranſlation, preſerve their. 
majeſty, and their glory, and very far ſurpaſs the brighteſt ane 
nobleſt compoſitions of Greece and Rome: Felton's Diſſertation + 

„ ; 


on the Claſſics. . 


\ 1 


Our pre rſion, m 
Lord, is ſufficiently apparent, from the univerſal 
and almoſt enthuſiaſtic reſpect in which it has 

long been held by all ranks of people among us. 
, The Engliſh Bible is at this moment reſorted to | 
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And fac is, Bekold, thy fifter<inclaw is:Fone 
her peodle, and unto her gods: The 


| back un 
ou after thy fifter-indaw. And Ruth. ſaid, 

_Entreat me _ to leave thee, or to return from 
Bs area or aſter thee: for whither thou gaeſt Saen 

4 3 1 will i. | 
© al be my people, and thy God my God 
on deft, will I die, and there wal T. be Mr 
_—_.- the Lord do ſo to me, and mo re alſo, if, ought, but 
=. OE pars: ther age ae. Aan, 1. * 


| men 8 l me, then ik bleſſed: me : al 
IS e the eye Jaw me, it gave witneſs to me. Becauſe 
„ delivered the 


a © 


oor that cred, and the” father- 
dieß, ond him t -had none to aim. The 
= - one's ham that was to periſi came. upon 


= - 00; I ca the widow's heart to 

= of gut on 3 and it olatied — EM 
ment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the 

uind, and feet was I to the lame. I was u father 

#0 the poor : ' and are paged nyo 2 oi 

Tan Mts > 18 Xxix. 11. Etc. 


| i, ebe Lord, 0 bat 0 Lord my God, . 
Art very. great! How art clothed with honour and 
majeſty.” Who couereſt thyſelf with light as with a 
- 1 garment: who. ſtretcheſt out the heavens like a cur- 
lain: Wii layeth the beams of lis chambers in the 
Waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot : who 

walketh upon the” wings of the wind: Who maketh 

_ Wibangets ſpirits ; his miniſters a flaming fire. Who 
4 aid the foundations of the earth, that it ſhould not 
3 E; he be removed for ever. Thou coveredſt it with the deep 


6 with . ; Ws Wer 2 ny ths moun- 
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"tains, 4 thy rebuke th fled: at the voice wa thy A 


- thunder they haſted away. They go up by the'moun- 
"tains : they go "down" by the valleys unto "the place 
- which thou haſt founded for them. Thou "haſt ſet 


a bound that they may not paſs over ; that they turn 


not gain to cover 27 * PSALM eiv. 1. We. 


1 


Ariel, f. ge oon myſtery'; we ſhall not wil 


Jeep, but 'we "ſhall be je changed, In a' moment, in 
"the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump : for the 


trumpet hall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed 
tible, and we ſhall be changed. For his 


on incorruption, and this 


corrupt muſt put 


mortal mu t on immortality. So wen is 
corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, and this 


mortal ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall 
7% brought to paſs the Jaying* that is written, Death 


+: ſwallowed up — 1. Cor. . $6008" 
If a mere engliſh e in my Lord, may be ny 


85 to form a judgment, an declare bis opi- 


nion of the above ſpecimens, I heſitate not to a- 
ſert that inſtances of ſweeter or ſublimer compo- 
tion, of ſoftened melancholy that fills the mind 


with forrow, or of awful grandeur that raiſes it 
to adoration, are ho where to be found; and if I 
did not read my Bible to make me viſe unto 


.Yalvation, I would, at leaſt, peruſe it as the great- : . 


eſt treat to the fervency of imagination, and as 


the beſt ſtandard for the PER of * | 


A thoughts. | 


| Indeed it may well hon end whether * 
1 n * later date ＋ ſelect parts of nde 
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1 is, upon . WRIT Wan ble to 
that by law eſtabliſned. Even the tranſlation of 
„ Iſaiah by Dr..Lowth ( confeſſedly one of our moſt 
eminent biblical critics) though perhaps better 
connetted, and remarkable for the ſmoothneſs 


and harmony of its periods, is yet, in the eſtima- 


tion of found judges, (/) neither ſo literal, and at 


the ſame time has loſt a great deal of the fire 


and majeſty ſo conſpicuous in the common Bible, 
Which are far better calculated to awake an 

alarm the impenitent, and to affect and comfort 
the fincere chriſtian, than any mere flow-of words 
though diſpoſed by the niceſt rules of art, or any 
Adiomatical correttneſs though rho from the 
„ e erudition. 


* 
* 


One circumſtance, my Lord, I cannot but re- 
08 as it appears in ſome meaſure, to corrobo- 


rate what I have above alledged, which is, that 
even thoſe who are molt ſtrenuous in ſupport of 
a new tranſlation of the Scriptures, are yet com- 


pelled to acknowledge the general excellency of 


that which it is their endeavour to ſuperſede; a 


compliment this which could have been extor- 
5 ted by no conſiderations of complacency, and 


Which may therefore fairly be put down to the 
account of r and ſubſtantial merit. 5 


> . l 12 v of © 7 —"_- . * 
: 4 * 4 : : 8 g 
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* 


to Warburton's Works ?- has afferted, that Dr. Lowth's ** Verfion 
of the Prophet Ifaiah” is ** chiefly valuable, as it ſhews how 
| little is to be expected from a new. tranſlation of the Bible 
© for public uſe“ an opinion in Which he certainly does not 
Kland Gngular, but which would, perhaps, have been found equally 
Aden bad it een expreſed with «leſs degre of ſeverity 


\ 


- Bp. Hurd i in his late * Diſcourſe by way 2 general preface 


- — 
— 
* 


11. Wich reſpeR, my Lord, in d e, 
place to the advantages derived by our prelent” _ + 
verſion from its antiquity, this objeQion' to an 
improved tranſlation of the Scriptures the learn n. 
ed Primate contents himfelf with parrying in the 
words of Dr. Geddes, that from * hence it would _-_ 3 
follow that the verſions of. Tindall, Wielif, 
and Jerom riſe in excellence; (g) a mode of _ 
reaſoning ſurely too light and frivolous in ſubjets 
__ of a ſerious nature, and which I am equally ſur- 
priſed and ſorry ſhould have been thought wor- 
thy of adoption upon the preſent occaſion, "An - | 
object may appear very beautiful to the eye from * 
a certain point of view, which, upon a further 
remove, may be diminiſhed in luſtre, and ma) ae 
length, by repeated increaſe of diſtance, vaniſh.” _ ” 
The alterations in our language ſince the days 
of Wicliff have been ſuch that his verfion of the 
Bible would be no ſcarcely intelligible, but 
had this language been of ſuch a nature as to 
admit of no other change than what might 
have been introduced by the caſual variation of  _ _ 
cuſtoms or by particular refinements, ſuch is be 
reſpett which every mind involuntarily pays to 1 
the ſacredneſs of antiquity, our firſt tranſfation = 
would probably have been our laſt, and we ſhould =. 
have fat down ſatisfied with merely making fuch - 
alterations and corrections in the margin as 4 _ 
progreſſive improvement in general knowledge, — 
or a more intimate acquaintance with the 
ſtores of oriental literature, might, from time to 
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appear to me, my Lord, 3 a point 


. 


at which all human excellency is doomed to ſtop, 


and before or beyond which it muſt be content, 


to looſe. ſomewhat. ob its full and matured effect. 
Mere we called upon to aſſign a pexipd in which 
3 2 engliſh language might repoſe its ſureſt claim 


n ſolid and laſting approbation, perhaps no 
ſtance. of time vould be found more favorable 


| = ſuch a purpoſe than that in which our preſent. 
LI authoritative verfion was happily undertaken and. 
* completed. 


It was then at the apex of manly 
genuine ſimplicity, and, with, reſpett to ſtrengih 
and ſublimity, was in a tate that, defyed compe - 


tion with any precedent period (A) and. invited. 


ination to bring it to its ſevereſt teſt; nor 
need. it, 1: think, dread a diminution of its juſtly- 
2 excellency from 'a compariſon. with 


E. moſt, celebrated engliſh. compoſitions. * 


| | WE: lince made their nee, 


If then qherg be no. hurtful. deficiency. in qur 
ent tranſlation in point of fidelity, nor any 
nd objetction to it in point of language, it 
ſurely _ every reaſonable claim to be retained. 
9 our churches and read to our congregations, 


anQioned and rendered: venerable. as it is by 


9; * of time. I am inclined, my Lord, to lay 


e n, ee mere antiquity thay, per- 
haps 
manga | 3 — — — —b ſ - 
(4) Dr, Geddes's affertion that our preſent tranſlation is 8 
inferior in merit to moſt of the -tranſlations preceeding it, is fo 


totally. unſupported by the general opinion of the learned, and of 
even 


we” ate juſtified, 1 think, in fordearing to pay it any peculiar 


the labourers engaged in the ſame vineyard with himſelf, that 


* 


CES 


| haps, I. aught; but 1; cannot contemplate human 
nature in its ample and, moſt, amiable, ſtate, withe-/ 


out perſuading, wyſe!f, that, to, the tender and, 


impaſaned; aſſociation of our ideas, which — 
eden and. circumſtances long pall 
we owe many of the molt. pleaſing/enjoyments 
life. 89 far, I willingly,cancede:to.the. advocate, 
for innovation, that where/ſuch innovation is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, and would be generally, bene- 


ficial, to diſpenſe. with it is impolitic and t q p 

poſe it is criminal; but if the unlettered chriſtian, 
may be permitted to repoſe. any faith in the de- 
ciſſions of men more experienced and better in- 
formed than e L l not to declare. 
that, as no abſolute, neceſſity for a, new. and 


authoritative tranſlation of the Holy Scriptures, - 


does exiſt, the preſent being ſufficiently adequate 


\ to all, the: valuable purpoſes. of ſalvation, we 


are bound, in, reaſon, and in duty, to give the 
preference to a verſion, which, to fidelity - Th 
_ conſtruQton, and ſtrength and beauty, ol compo- 
fuion, unites, ſuch. a; reaſonable and. judicious 
antiquity as. enforces our VERGEALION, Wn 
ns our judgment. 8 A 


CE am willing: to. allow ls 1 in its, 
fulleſt extent that no age or preſcription can 
authorize error,” (i) nor do 1 wiſh, nor would 
1 condeſcend “ to defend in any verſion what 
cannot” be rationally defended.” (i) I believe it 


is generally acknowledged that there are ſome difs. 
. cal batte which were praſeſſedly tao, had | 
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for our learned and venerable tranſlators of the 
Bible, (4) and which, as they now ſtand, it may 
well be doubted whether any of our modern” Li- 
terati can render with a ſuperior degree of accu- 
racy. Thele are very proper for the exerciſe of 
the ingenuity, and for the diſcuſſion of the learn- 
ed among themſelves; but furely they are not of 
that importance as to authorize them to diſturb. 
a whole community with their niceties, alarming 
and 8 the honeſt faith of ſo many well- 


. difpofed chriſtians, and at the ſame time affor- 


ding matter of triumph to the Deiſt and Infidel, 
a deſcription of men already ſufficiently nume- 
tous, and likely to become ſtill more ſo from 
the prevailing dodrines and 3 of the 


£ 4. 
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N man, my 10rd, who duly conſiders, and 
. human nature under all its diſguiſes, will 
tend to aflert that the mere antiquity of an 
. objett makes little impreſſion upon the mind. 
I am inclined to believe that it makes a very 
erful one, and that it uniformly and neceſſa- 
rily adds a conſiderable weight of reſpe&@ to 
whatever is in itſelf reſpectable. The Bible, 
row its e begets a reverence, which 
bad 


the 7 


1 Ls 
i 
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* 4 ) This they 3 ſeruple not to ekoowledgs, and 
Juli offer as their. beſt apology for ſetting diverſity of ſenſes in 
the margin. * It bath pleaſed God, in his divine providence, here 
and there to ſcatter words and ſentences of that difficulty and doubt- 
falneſe, not in doctrinal points that concern ſalvation (for in ſuch 
it hath been vouched that the ſcriptures are plain) but in matters 
of leſs ſonar, "that fearſulneſs would better beſecm us than 


TS - Preface $0 the Reader, 


"Dy 
had it been the work of a cotemporary age, 
would not probably have fallen to its ſhare. 
Long may it flouriſh in that form! and like the 
venerable manſion conſecrated: by a durability” 
through e pr generations, compatt and firm 
in all i its parts, long may it, with a majeſtic 

deur, defy che winds to T4 OW a os 
ruin! | 


* 
- 


117. 1 ER now, my bak to b notice 
of the third objection to a new and authoritative 


verſion of the Scriptures, founded upon the 
danger of ſuch an experiment to people of weak 
underſtandings but of honeſt faith; an objeftion” * 
which I cannot but ſuppoſe may be very Power- 
fully preſſed upon our biblical antagoniſts, and, 
- without denying the exiſtence of errors and the 


utility of emendation, may very reaſonably * ar- _ 


e raign the prudence of introducing a correfted 
« verſion, as a meaſure from which dangerous 
effects and not ſolid advantages will be apt to 
s ariſe on the WO” ( * 


Every endeavour. to excite and farilitate - a 
more perfe& knowledge of the ſacred writings, 
is, under proper reſtrittions, certainly entitled to 
our warmeſt "commendation; nor is there N 
argument that can fairly be alledged againſt the 
moſt ſcrupulous inveſtigation of their correttneſs 
or validity. But yet I think it muſt be acknow- 


a ledged, and | in the 828 face too of the obſervati- 


- 8 . 
/ * f 
4 
* . . * o 


— — 3 i. — - 4 ” 


* 


%. 


* * = * 
2 py ” > 
7 8 * = _. "I 
7 » _ > 4 
ET IRC TIRE OE 7 


Pp * 
- 
* 
= - = 2 
— þ - — * P 
1 9 — 
*. * 
* 1 _ 4 * . 
— A * . 1 a” 5 a 
ny "ON n Woe, *; 4 dots 4 * 8 8 
— > a — — — 2 ˙* — 
Dr e PI » woE—_ cre Ao_— 
= a 
— — — — . — * 
= - = a = = 


- 
- 
* 
— 


K 1 


: Dh hut wit is hurd to conceive how 1the faith of 
«i thoufends'cati'be then by removing ſtumbling 
* plocks inſtead ot retaining them, CI chat if the 
plain uche sefed chiriſtivinis to be continually re- 
© minded by theſe repeated reſearches, that * 
 ,  *prand rule of his faith, the ſolitary ſtandard of 
6 is practice, is not ſtraight and clear, but liable 
like other rules and ſtandards, to various perver- 
Hons and various defects; the ill conſequences 
Which may enſue from the "contemplation of the 
1 Holy Seriptures through ſuch a diſtorted medi- 
3 um, will be but poorly counterballaneed by any 
good effects that may be ſuppoſed to flow from 
heir reiterated emendation. Though, therefore, 
I am no advocate, my Lord, for a lazy repoſe 
in medioority, where, by proper exertion, more 
man mediocrity may be attained; yet if, in con- 
deration of Hemun inſirmities, it is. in 0 
3% meaſure our duty to let every man be fully. 
iel in nis bun mind, and now and then in our 
ee to condeſcend to thoſe / Tow eſtate," we 
" ſhould, perhaps, be cautious how we intrude 
even real improvements upon thoſe whom we 


"have litdle reaſon to believe prepared «for their 
n n | = 


3 2 A It bas been ae er «anew. 9652-5 
= ich give no offence to people of ſound judg- 
ment and conſideration; becauſe every body 

e copverſant in theſe, and unprejudiced, muſt ac- 

d enowiedge, that there was lefs 'occafion to 

es change the old verſion into the preſent, than to 


—_ change — into a new one. (m) ti 
| . * 15 | x is, 
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oy 7 & # _ #- 3 


2 — 
== * 8 ** Pry Wor 1 5 * = 


96 


w stel view of be Engliſh Biblical Tranfations, 
50 - ., (=) Blackwall's Defence of the ſacred Claſſics. Pref, to Vol. 2. 
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mis is an aſſertion. which the general voice bas 
not yet, I think, ſtamped with the ſeal of infalli- 


bility; though if it even bad, it ſurely does not 


follow, that, becauſe our anceſtors were inconſide- 
rate enough to admit of uſeleſs and therefore in-. 
Jurious innovations, we ſhould do the like. Ast 
the former part of this obſervation, that © a-new - 


A tranſlation, would give no offence to perſons of 


* ſound judgment,” this may be very poſſible, but 
unleſs we could implant ſound judgment in the 
maſs of our ſellow- creatures, it is ſaying little or 


nothing to the purpoſe; for, in a work of ſuch 


not with people of ſound judgment only, but with 


people of all ſorts; with thoſe whoſe faith, though - 


honeſt; may not yet be ſtrengthened. by any great 
extent of underſtanding ; whole, piety, though 


fervent, may border upon ſuperſtition; . and 


whoſe general conduct, though in the main, un- 


| blameable, may be conſpicuous for the poſſeſſion 
of no extraordinary or appropriate i virtues. 


Mere it otherwiſe, innovation would ceaſe to be 
dangerous, and we ſhould have little cauſe to 
dead the operations of the human mind in the 

reformation of abuſes in either our ſpiritual or 
our temporal concerns, ſatisfied that reaſon would 
corred the deciſſions of inexperience, and judg- 
ment moderate the confidence of zeal. But, my 


Lord. if we are to regard in the concerns of highs - 


eſt moment the intereſt of our weaker brethren 


as well as our own; if their ſalvation compole _ 


any part of our creed of chriſtian charity; then 


Scriptures, which, without adequate benefit in 


* 


a nature, we ſhould unfortunately have to deal 


muſt we confeſs that any alteration. of the Holy 


* : A . 4 f * 
- 

| a ; ; " k 

= - 
X * : 
* > _ o 
| _— " * 5 * N 5 1 = 
A # * 6 - 
: - . , 4 
4 20 2 f s a 
1 Y 4 = 
- * — 
: 


other reſpefts, tends to diſcompoſe the fimple e 
and honeſt, or the unſtable and ignorant mind 
in the accuſtomed exerciſe of its faith, cannot 


7 but be extremely detrimental. ' All contentions 


and ſtrivings that are unprofitable and vain; all 
perverſe difoutings which miniſter not to ſound 
and ſober edification, ought to be ſtudiouſſy 
avoided; and we ſhould be rather careful 10 
maintain good works, and ſet good examples, 
than forward to engage in a courſe of controver- 
ſy where the improvement and happineſs. of ſo- 
eiety, (which no man can anſwer it to God and 
his conſcience if he does not uniformly and reli- 
pioully make the awful and primary objett of all 
is endeavours) are but too often overlooked 
and forgotten, amid thoſe {harp aſperities and 
hateful bitterneſs which inflict upon no one half 
Jo deadly and fatal a wound as upon chriſtianity 
J AIDED O2 GY I lar 4, 
Could we all fee with the ſame eye, all hear 
with the ſame ear, and all underſtand with the 
fame heart, there would be an end to the neceſ- 
ſity of circumſpettion at once; and both in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon, holding faſt the form of ſound 
words, and in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
#hemſelves, we might venture to -reprove and 
exhort, fearleſs of the chilling apprehenſion that 
our good would be evil ſpoken of. But I doubt, my 
Lord, this is never likely to be the caſe. The un- 
ſettled and deficient ſtate of education among us 
will always preclude the deſireable advantages of 
uniformity of ſentiment and conſiſtency of con- 
duct. Even the ſoundeſt Philoſopher may ſome- 
times offend againſt the cleareſt dictates of * 
5 1 | 285 an 
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and nnn opinions chat! might bun gone 


down with him to his grave with little reproach. 
to his judgment. Can we then wonder that the 
uncultivated underſtanding ſhould cling with 


obſtinacy to notions which have deſcended from 


father to ſon and which by attempting to rettify 
' we may be in danger of extinguiſhing ? The Scrip= 
tures in their preſent verſion, make up the whole 


library of many plain people in this nation, and 


who ate {o. little converſant in theological 
learning as not even to be aware that the Holy 


Bible, their ſilent and reſpected admonitor, is a 
tranſlation at all. How then ſhall we be able by , 
any « prudent ſteps g 1 & to ſuch an un- 


« dertaking—to eſtabliſh their faith, to open their 
* underſtandings, to warm their hearts, or to en- 


4 liven their devotions? ( n) The only effeau- : 


al preparatory ſteps are the ſteps which it is out 


of our power to take, the communication of ge- 


neral information and of a more improved. 
knowledge of the ſacred writings; advantages, 
which having been without the opportunity of 
gaining in the earlier part of their lives, it is 


unlikely they ſhould find the leiſure or means of. 


s a * | '3 


- Speaking of a new tranſlation of the Bible, the 
hos. of a celebrated little tract entitled Con- 


ſiderations on the Expediency of reviſing, the 


Liturgy and Articles of the Church of England” 
obſerves, that a ſingle ſermon would explain to 
| D 2 " the: 


1 1 


(=) Hiſtorical, view of che Engliſh Biblical — 


6 Y 


the 8 Miterate confiegueh mn 8 
« the kingdom the neceſſity for undertaking, and 
the advantage Wich would attend the exe- 
«cytion of the work; and he further declares, 
that men of every condition would be no more 
ſtartled or ſcandalized at hearing read in the 
«Church a new tranflation of the Leſſons, than 
* they were at hearing read a new tranſlation of 
* the Epiſtles and Golpels on the laſt reviſal bo 
the Liturgy.” If indeed this be the caſe, 
are then plainly * waſting our ſtrength in ee 
ous jcllenefs“ (o) when we exert ourfelves to 
_repeF the arguments and attacks of our adverſa- 


| ties, and where «a fingle fermon*” would over- 


h rm al our TT, it is — a feeble hope 


| 280 © wy K Lore it N de a ee aſk- 
| 0. why have the advocates for a new verſion fo 
long neglefted' this effectual mode of explana- 
_tion Why, if “a fingle ſermon” would produce 
the fo much wiſhed for conviftion, has not 4 
fingle ſermon been made uſe of? and why are 
thoſe © illiterate congregations ſtill left in the 
dark, when the ſalutary bleſſings of light might 
be diſpenſed to them at ſo cheap and eaſy a 
rate? The anſwer to theſe queſtions evinces the 
 fanlity of an obſervation, which, if unaided 
by experience, ſhould not have been made, and if 
controverted by fakt, is made e to be flighted. 
* Becauſe, 
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Jiecuuſe, my Lord, there are men of ſuperior _ 
a ttainments, who, converſant in theological knows 
ledge, and aware of the neceſſity of theological 
improvements, would not therefore be - ſtartled - 
and ſcandatized” at ſuch alterations in our re- 
ceived verſion, as, towards the completion of this 
objea, might be juſtly deemed and clearly de- 
monſtrated to be expedient; is it thefefore to he 
infered that theſe alterations would be generally - 
agreeable, and coaleſce with the opinions k 
men of every condition, or even that the 
plain, fimple chriſtian, whoſe knowledge of his 
bible is wiſely confined-to the practice of its pre- 
cepts, will cooly liſten to a new ſet of words and 
phraſes which may eventually overturn all his 
old ideas, and render the Scriptures: of Chriſt aas 
unintelligible to his mind as the Alcoran f 
Mahomet ? The difficulty of recogniſing the pre- 
ſent verſion under the diſguiſe of a new one, 
would certainly operate upon the maſs of our feb. 
low-creatures in a very powerful, and a very detri- 
mental manner. The inftruftor of their hives, and 
their guide unto death would be no more remem- 
bered. Theſe oracles of the Almaghty that now pour 
_ the waters of comfort into their ſouls, and to which, 
when deſolate and in miſery, they fly for conſola- 
tion, would no longer knock at their hearts or 
awe them into virtue, and ceafing to confide in 
the i»fallibility of Scripture, they would alſo 
- ceaſe to acquieſce in its authority. In ſhort, my 
Lord, nothing could compenſate, with this clats . 
of chriſtians, the inſuperable inconvenience and 
ruinous conſequences of an adoption, by authori» 
ty, of a verſion to which their plain but valuable 


1 — be ſo wh repugnant : and ſure- 
= we > had better permit the preſent tranſlation 
to maintain its ground, which, upon the whole, 
is ſo excellent a copy of its great original, and 
is ſo deeply riveted in the mind and eſtimation 

olf every common reader, every ſincere chriſtian, 

every plain, and, I have no contemptible autho- 
thority () for adding, every poliſhed ſcholar, 
than, by the introduction of a new one, (ſomewhat - 
more accurate, perhaps, but not more animated 
ot uſeful) to run the riſque of diſquieting that 
faith which we cannot increaſe, and of. mutila- 
1 that e which we cannot "PROVE e 


AV. . now; my Lond, den to-the fourth ary 
* argument againſt the public adoption of any 
bother verſion of the Scriptures whatever, foun- 
ded upon the ill-· conſequences, which may, with 
reaſon, be apprehended from ſuch an injudicious 
Rep in the preſent peculiar and unſeuled ſtate 
of ſociety ; an argument that could not have been 
made uſe of before, but which, unbappily, is now 
| capable of being urged with a propriety and effica- 
5 cy commenſurate, in my opinion, to the ſtrongeſt 
ee of pee W can be eng againK 1 it. 


1 wy ever- e was a time chat demanded a 
= more Man. LAY Wrcomſpoſtion,; in human 
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97 7 ) Uſe has ſo far fanfified As, 8 vetſion, that no mal. 
IS T am perſuaded, eſſentially different from it, can ever be cor- 
dially reliſhed, I do not ſay by the generality, but by readers exact 
taſte aud poliſhed nderſt.ndings ; nor have I yet converſed with 2 

- Gngle p ſon, whoſe approbation I could wiſh to ſecure, of a diffe. 
you __— in this re ſpect. 
Wakcficld's Tranſlation of the Ne ew Teſtament. 
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Ss + I - 
_affirs —if ever there was a time when precipi- 
tate innovations ought to be dreaded and difs 


countenanced — if ever there was a time whew - 


cool recollettion and ſtaid diſeretion ſhould fix 
their determined Veto upon the vain deduQions 

of unſound and undigeſted philoſophy—in ſhort, . 
if ever there was a time when we ought moſt re- 
ligiouſly to *avoid fooliſh queſtions, and contentions, 
and ſirivings, and reſolve to be © perfettly joined: 
tegether in the ſame mind and in the ame Judge 
mens —— tha time, wy Lord, is Newa 

5 m eee ure of civit mils | 

* confuſion, in which the inſtitutions of anti- 
quity have been demoliſned with an mien 
and indiſcriminating fury, has, I believe, cool 
even the moſt enthuſiaſtic admirers of a revo- 
lution, that, at its outſet, promiſed fo large an 
x addition to'the happineſs of our fellow-creatures.- 
With no acceſſion of morals to counteradt he 
ſubverſion of a religion, which, if ve may confide. 
in the poſition of one of theirableſt advocates, ((q) 
at any rate did not tend to increaſe the corrup- 
tions of human nature; with no improvements of 
legiſlation that at all ſeem. calculated to enſure 
Either more equality of liberty, more ſecurity of 
property, or more reliance upon Cen dis au- 
thority; FR AN cx is, at this moment, an awful 
ſpedtacle to ſurrounding nations of the dreadful 

effects which muſt ever neceſſarily reſult from a 
revolution of «pa pes PIT a revoluti- 
on of Wing. | 15 
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| (4) Rights of Man, | 


Ls 


terriſy 


= 8 8 
3 my 1 ase its e 5 
we ſpirit that riſes up againſt iy ranical oppreſſi- 


5 _ on; but I turn with abberrence from that 


wretched principle of xetaliation which oppoſes 


«EW 2 to iniquity, and, upon the ruins of one 


ſtem ſubverſiye of the rights, eredts another 

tuctive of the duties and happineſs of man- 
kind. The revolutions that are now ſweeping - 
over the kingdoms of the earth, I hope and truſt 
will finally work together ſor good ; it I confeſs, 
1 contemplate-with-a very ſulpicious eye the pro- 
greſs of exertions which receive no ſanQtion 
from the reQtude of their object, and deſerve 
no-reſpeR for the means of its acompliſhment ; 
vhich tend rather to diſarm oppoſition than to 


l e b e converſion 


ths deſtrution of 5p ahbenſery. 1 5 
cn uh Lord, the bowers, ol Elyſium. that. were 


opening upon the view; have been long gradually 


receding from our fight, The revolution of 
France I ſpeak it ot ſorrow, but- truth, 
whoſe: advocate des all diſcouragements every 
man ſhould firmly reſolve to live and die, inſiſts 
upon the acknowledgment—the revolution of 
Francs is become a phantom that tends only to 
and miſlead the kingdoms of the world to 
tuin. I beheld her in the {pring-tide of her ca- 
reer, beautiful as the morning's ſun, and glowing 


with che / brighineſs of pure Kona re but that 


lun is gone down in blood, and virtue 66, of 
- Mint, ſhe has not ſteadier friends upon ea 


"The ultimate reſult of theſe aſtoniſhing and — 
ful convulſions, no one ungifted with infallibili- 
Y will ſeriouſly. venture. to | predict, For my 


own 


on part, I am inclined to acquieſce in the ſags 
geſtion of the poet, (r) and to exclaim 
Happy the man who ſees a God employed 
In all the good and ill that checquer life! 
„ Refolving all events, with their effects 
„ And manifold reſults, into the will 
And arbitration wile of the Supreme.“ 
1 have long hoped, my Lord, and I do ſtill hope, 
that a uſeful portion of rational liberty may yet, . 
by the blefling of providence, be diffuſed among 
the nations of the earth. The preſent actors, 
however, upon the great ſtage of revolution are 
only calculated to dig the grave of freedom, and 
to bid every upright and virtuous expettation. 
within us defpair and die: and, upon the 
whole, I am more and more convinced (an opt- 
nion which I never thought irrational, but which 
1 now deem to be intrinſically juſt) that what- 
ever be the government, a deſpotic one excepted, 
which for a feries of ages, has obtained in any 
nation, it is no mark of policy, deſtitute of fuch _ 
proviſions as might enſure a better, in any part 
to endeavour to ſubverr. 


I find myſelf obliged, my Lord, thus in ſome 
meaſure to digreſs from my ſubject, perſuaded, 
as I moſt aſſuredly am, that our fate, as a nation, 
is materially connected with the fate of ourneigh- 
bours. If Francs gather round her the congre- 
'gated perfeQtions of government; if ſhe eſtabliſh. 
a religion capable of purifying the mind from 
all its little prejudices, and by a mode of legif- 
eee ade: - lation 
EY, 2 . 


ft Cowper's Talks 


4 
- 
— 


1 
* 


— 


= 2 * 
s ( : — 
l _ = 9 4 I - 
> Ky 
* * » * N 8. 
Las Sadbe Al 44 —ä——U—ä—U—̃— — A tt hg er ITN 
FI 6 * — . — — 1 - — bY — 4 * 
— — ; q : s | 8 "IPs 


1 lation biiber to 1 diffuſe arte and 
hbappineſs over the face of the earth, we are not 
to expet that England will ſapinely it down, 
and contemplate theſe extenſive bleflings without 
the god-like ambition of being herlelf alſo a diſ- 
Ae of them. But if, on the other hand, which 
I fear is by far the moſt Aikely, France on the, 
"ruins of deſpotiſm ſhould erett a vile and deteſ- 
table anarchy ; if ſome part of her legiſlators be 
3 tent, and others ambitious, and others crafs 
Fad ty, and all of them unprincipled, ſo that that un- 
bappy empire be continually convulfed from 
one end of her valt dominions to the other; 
then muſt England, fituated and circumſtanced 
ds ſhe is, not only ſtand expoſed to the chance 
ol limilar aggreſlions and ſimilar calamities, but, 
Vith this prototype of inſanity conſtantly in be 
'2 view, be endangered by the deſigns of ill-diſpoſed, 
dor weak and deluded men, in the exerciſe. and 
enjoyment of even thole parts of her conſtitution 
which the keeneſt innovators have admitted to 
be good, and which the moſt e have 
8 N to diſturb. n 


Thus condelled. my Lord. with the awful 
events that are every hour revolving in our diſ- 

- trated neighbourhood, does it not become us to 
| be exceedingly circumſpett how we cheriſh, by 
innovations. not indiſpenfibly. .requiſite, a ſpirit 
already but too ripe for violent and undigeſted 
reform? No man more ſincerely wiſhes 5 wel- 
fare of his fellow-creatures than myſelf,” but no 

man leſs defires to ſee them in poſſeſſion of 

power, before virtue * education have qu alified 
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them to make a | rational uſe of it. I do not 


affirm, nor do I believe that the great body of 


the people in this, or in any nation, mean ill; but 
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I think that, in the progreſs of revolution, it is 


very likely they may be tempted to do ill, and 
at, upon their eaſy credulity, after . honeſt ſim- 


8 3 been cheated into fury, (6) a battery 
m_ 


erefted againſt the freedom of their 
country by artful and deſig 


overturn. - *. 


Religion, pure and undefiled religion, m 


Lord, is the unſhakeable bulwark of Govern- 
ment. 


eternal word of God will be regarded by the 
learned, it is our duty now only to conſider what 
impreſſions it may make upon the vulgar. We 


muſt conſult the feelings of the maſs of a nation 


whoſe devotion is, in a great meaſure; derived 


from the Bible, and in the peruſal of which, the 
unhappily ſtand little indebted to the aſſiſtance 


of education. 


' 52 


I would not wiſh to behave illiberally to, or 


to think diſparagingly of any claſs of my fellow 


creatures, nor againſt my brother of the duſt 
would I lift up the finger of ſcorn, and, in the 
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ning men, which no 


union of wiſdom and valour ſhall be able io 


Let us be careful then how we inflict on 
it, in the preſent perilous ſtate of affairs, even 
an imaginary wound. It matters not in What. 

point of view a. new tranſlation of the holy and 
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Ade of an empty beart, hunk God, with che hy. 
critical avis, that J am not as other men 
gere; but, my Lord, to the great body of the 
ople of this nation I dare not give that credit 
5 or ſound and ſober diſcretion, which, generally 
admitted, might be peculiarly injurious. It is, in- 
_ deed, their misfortune rather. than their fault that 
they are thus partially informed, but this circum- 
ſtance though it may increaſe our compaſſion. we 
muſt not ſuffer to diminiſh our caution; for if 
we cannot make them what we would, but muſt 
ks them as we find them, it ſeems, 1 think, a 
* of policy, and no fin, I hope, againſt. the 
of charity, to conſult rather, perhaps, what, 
under all circumſtances, may be deemed moſt 
_ expedient, then what, ee in the FOR, 
= be moſt Jul. [+ | 
That the ſtate of bi ſociety gb: 
ES ove is, at preſent, involved in a cloud of 
eonfuſion which no human ſagacity can pene- 
trate or diſperſe, we have dail an hourly the 
moſt melancholy aſſurances of; and, I aſk, what 
- Rep could we take that, as far 5 our individual 
: exertions are concerned, would more effectually 


tend to increaſe this confuſion, than to introduce 


into our churches a verſion of the ſcriptures, in 
 whieh the ſerious chriſtian might look in vain 
for his belief, and the ignorant and unſtable for 
their rule of conduct? O, my Lord, let us not 
be haſty in ſevering the chain that binds the 
minq of man to bis maker! Let us not raſhly 
pluck away the venerable corner ſtone of the beſt 
part, the * part, of the religion of our 


fellow-creatures ! 


7 * ˖ 


c * 


e We know the value of plain, 


unlettered underſtandings too well to moleſt 


even their prejudices without due neceſſuy. I 


would not b& miſcreant to adviſe the retention 


of an error which I really thought injurious to 


the ſalvation of my fellow-creature; but neither 


would I be the idiot to importune the renuncia- 
Aon of an opinion, which at no time dangerous, 
might at this time be eſſentially beneficial. I 
would willingly, as far as I am able, help eve 

man on in his road to happineſs, but then 1 mak 


not be tied down to the FO and Propane 75 
oy of ON It, 


11 f 5 an-obfirration. of che great moral teach- 
er of our own nation, that © eſtabliſhed cuſtom is 
* not dar broken, till ſome great event ſhakes 
r the whole ſyſtem of things, and life ſeems to 


« recommence upon new principles.“ (t) I am 
not one, my Lord, who wiſh to be a witneſs to 
any ſuch « great event” in this country. I hack 


rather put up with the imperfections of our pre- 


ſent ſyſtem, convinced that & in political regulati- ; 
ons, good cannot be complete, it can only be 


- « predominant, (u) than run the riſque of intro- 
ducing a fatal anarchy by attempting to better it. 
I would therefore retain, under all diſadvanta- 
ges, inſtitutions by which, through ſucceſſive ge- 
nerations, mankind have been benefited, thou gh 
At may. ta not in the fulleſt degree, until by hs 


more 
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more 8 prevalence of chard: eien, 
thoſe inſtitutions may be amended in their de- 
feQive parts with greater likelihood of advantage 
to the individual and of ſafety to ſociety; for I 
am more and more convinced, by what is every 
_ day tranſpiring, that, in attempting innovations 
under our preſent circumſtances, we are raſhly 
lengthening the chain of liberty, which may by - 
and 3250 convolve ſelf into a circle a7 revolu- 


yg ; 
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2 1 truſt, ms well in ** bord, 


— Tee 
whole ſentiments, miſunderitood'or miſrepreſen- 


ted, may yet ſometimes be warped to his preju- 
dice. Among the number of thoſe who; for the 
vain emoluments of this tranſitory world; would 
ſupport any cauſe, however hateful to their feel- 
ings, and eſpouſe any opinion, however contr 
to their conſcience, I hope never to be found. 
In his ſhort journey from the cradle to -4 
grave, every man ſhould reſolve to walk upright, 
and from the thoughtleſs and unjuſt calum- 
nies of his fellow-creatures, appeal- ts God and 
"bis own heart for the reQtitude of bis conduct. 
\ Olfeoding ſometimes, it may be, againſt reaſon 
_ and ſometimes againſt” conſiſtency, 1 will vet 
never, if 1 know it, fin againſt conviction. I re- 
peat therefore, my Lord, that, ſave and except 
one, the reformation of education; this is not the 
0 for Teformations of any kind, and muck 
or reformations of a religious ind. Where 
the uninformed mind is- ripe for inſurrettion, 
wha would venture, that loves his country and 1s 
A 
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es 1 triend to f66a1 bay to tamper wid 
haps to ſever one of the any op ties by LAs, 
that mind is bound down to Obedience f 1 des 
clare I would not be the man to recommend the 
adoption of a ne tranllation of the Scriptures, at 
chis eventful Period, upon any confideration = 
whatever; for I ſhould certainly hold myſelf res - 
ſponſible, and that too in no flight degree, for 
All che miſtakes in faith, and, what is worſe, for 
all the criminality in condud, which —— fival- WE”, 
be Arco R | + 


. 


| 1 am ſorry 1 0 ketle coincide in opt CM 

upon this ſubje& with the truly reſpectabſe and 
excellent advocates againſt whom T am engaged, 
and Who, I am perſuaded, would joyfully'ceaſe 
to preſs the propriety of the public adoption af 
a new. verſion, for the preſent, did it at all ſtrike 
them in the impolitic and dangerous light I con- 
fels it does me; but as our venerable tranſlators 
Judiciouſly obſerve, *if we will be ſons of the 
truth, we muſt confider what it ſpeaketh, and 
* trample upon our own credit, yea, and upon 
Other men's too, if een be any way an hin- 
oF drance 10 it. * (v) 


55 The Bible, my Lord, chat on "a of — 

table laws; (v) that uſeful reſlector of our faith, 

which gives us back the image of the oracles of 

God, not perhaps, with ſcrupulous and critical 1 

nicety, but with hel veracity ſufficient unte i 
maladie 2 
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(v) Preſace to the Reader. 
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iS "REN the Bible; i in its PIERS form, Has bern 
© + © conducive to the repentance of many and to the 
amendment of all. It bas found admittance into 
every boſom, and carried conviction to every 
bdeart. It has diſplayed the power of the Cre- 
àtor and the weaknels of the creature in ſuch 
-F  _ geepand alarming colours, that infidelity trem- 
bles while ſhe doubts, and prophaneneſs weeps 
while the blaſphemes. - In ſhort, the time may 
come that mall ſee, us in poſſeſſion of a more 
exaQ tranſlation, but what combination of learn- 
ing and talents will ever 2 us with a more 
RP and ſerviceable one? ee 


3 bifory of mankind in all * had Full | 
5 oftimony to the impolicy of weakening- human 
preſumption upon divine authority, in fituations 

of peculiar emergeney. If ever an almoſt ſuper- 
ſmtitious veneration for our excellent. verſion of 
te Bible required to be inculcated and enforced, 
5 It is in a period like the preſent, when the relax- 
ations of ſociety are of ſuch a nature, that the 
Wioꝛiſeſt men can ſcarce N upon what baſis 
it will bereafter ſubſiſt by what laws it will 
de regulated; and wh Hue irt of revolution, 
driving rapidly Aol the world, aſſimilates in 
=  - one diſcordant and heterogeneous maſs, the ſen- 
ttments of the nn the e ang the | 
— wel. x7 =P 
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k . 


=_— But if we with to ſet the impolicy. of " new 
1 en! in the ſtrongeſt light, we have only to 
# _ contemplate the exiſting ſtate _ of education 
mg 3 che * A my Fant, 
=. | „there 
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there never was a time when learning flouriſhed 


1 . 


more among. us, or when ſound and ſober know: 


ledge flouriſhed leſs. We want not, it is true; 
for charaters of literary eminence, nor for ſcho- 


lars of general attainment. We want not for 
the imagination of the poet, the eloquence: of 


orator, the virtue of the prelate, or the wil- 


dom of the ſtateſman ; but we want that without 
which all theſe {ſplendid acquiſitions are but as 4 
- ſun-beamrof light glimmering amid' the inhoſpita- 


dle waſte— we want the ſolid body of religious 


information among the lower ranks of commus- 
nity; and I ſincerely regret, in common with 
others, that ſome effectual mode has not yet been 


adopted of introducing into this kingdom a ſyſ- 
tem of general, moral education, (w) which would 


be a better ſafeguard to ſociety than the ableſt 


code of laws that have ever been deviſed. Every 
 ſeduQtion of the uninformed mind from divine 
obligation at the preſent moment, I look upon as 


an att of inſanity or iniquity. We are in a ſitu- 


ation of peculiar emergency. We are throwing 
off the ſhackles of former ages, and, without 


conſidering that in all material changes of, its 
condition, the human mind requires preparation, 
| N | F $45 . We 


* 
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c Of the utility of Sunday Schools my own limited experience 
will not authoriſe me to ſpeak very highly. They certainly have 


# tendency to make mankind better, but one day's virtuous educati- . 


on in the week is no adequate defence againſt the powerful influ- 
ence of fix days vicious example; and though they. may ſucceed 


| better in ſome places than in others, yet no where, I think, will _ 


they be found to produce thoſe beneficial effefts which we encous 
rage ourſelves to hope from them, and which it is yell if we do not 
by and bye reſt in as our apology for future ſupineneſs. a 
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2 moral obligation will ſoon fall to the ground. 


5 t 


we are balding up to our Fenn the 


right of thinking for themlelves ( which-too pre- 


maturely they will extend into a right of acting 


for themſelves) before we have inftruted them 
| bov to Rent properly. 1751 ed 


1 hold is, my Lord, an indiſpenſible dh; 0 
1 am confident we ſhould find it an effential be- 
nefit, to enlighten our fellow-creatures in ſuch a 
manner, that they may be enabled, in all caſes, to 
_ diſtinguiſh good from evil, and to act, not as 
now, at the will of a few popular demagogues, 
but with a firm and rational ſpirit, anxious only 
fox the preſervation: of general happineſs and 
tranquillity, Conſidered in the aggregate, they 
are clearly in a ſtate of very limited information. 
I with the period to arrive that may behold them 
entitled to reſpett for the ſoundneſs of their prin- 
ciples, and the uſeful moderation of their con- 
duct, They will then be a bleſſing to ſociety; 
and an invincible check upon all unconſtitutional 
ſentiments and proceedings. But that period, I 
am perſuaded, never will arrive, until we conſult” 
our own honor and ſafety by the introduction 
and {upport of a ſyſtem of in{truQtion, which, free 
as. the light of heaven, ſhall embrace every ſoul | 
breathing in its extenſive and benevolent deſign. 
A NATION'AL EDUCATION, my Lord, is the only 
 effettual remedy for thoſe national convulfions, 
to which, from the liberal ſpirit of our conſtituti- 
on and the i ignorance of ſo large and valuable a 
part of our people, we muſt always be expoſed; 
and ſurely there needs no argument to convince 
us, that, where moral information is with-held, 


Such. 


„„ | 
Such then being the preſent ſtate of education * | 
among us, it is evidently a moſt injudicious error 
to contend for the public adoption of a verſion 
of the ſeriptures to which the common mind 
could not give its approbation, and from which 
it would therefore probably with- hold its reſpect. 
Indeed I know of no ſtep that could, at preſent, 
be taken with more real detriment to ſociety. 
Beſides, my Lord, it is by no means a decided 
point that a new tranflation of the Bible is uni- 
verſally called for, many eminent ſcholars, many 
ſound chriſtians, and the whole body, without ex- 
ception, of plain people throughout the Kingdom, 
being all content with, and ſome of them enthu- 
ſiaſtic in their admiration” of the old one. But 
even were it an indiſputable fact that the unani- 
mous voice of the learned had demanded a new 
verſion; ſtill there would be ſomething highly in- 
conſiderate in obliging one ſet of men who have 
the materials of ſound judgment in poſſeſſion, at 
the riſque of offending another who have not, 
and of endangering the ſafety and happineſs of 
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A very ſlight acquaintance with the common 
occurrences of the day, will convince us that 
the human mind is not in a ſtate of indifference _ 
to what is tranſacting upon the great theatre of 
life. Formerly error might be rectified at lei- 
ſure, and the moſt material alterations frequently. 
took place without attracting much regard from 

the people. But widely different, my Lord, is 
the caſe at preſent, when every man is upon the 
watch for an opportunity of aſſerting his rights, 
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and when not a few ate catching at the events of 
the moment and diſtorting them into apologies 
ſor ipiquity. The natural inference which 
half the nominal chriſtians in the kingdom would 
draw from an alteration of the ſcriptures, at this 
criſis, (and for which they are already but too 
well prepared by the inveſtigations () and phi- 

loſophical infidelity of the age) is, that the ſcrip- 
tures themſelves are a forgery and Chriſtianity 


an impoſition, and once well reconciling ſuch a 


perſuaſion to the conſcience, the overthrow of 


what: would than be termed ſuperſtition under all 


its diſguiſes would ſpeedily follow. The advo- 
cates for a new verſion may probably feel ipcli- . 

ned to deny theſe conſequences, but I wiſh them 
to recollect, that, for a meaſure of mere expedi- 
ency only and not of neceſſity, a prudent: man 
would hardly venture: 0 * to run * . 


en, 1 xj? 
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record; and to the general ſenſe; of Was, 
whether a period at all ſimilar to the preſent ever 
exiſted in 7 known epocha of the world. A 
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SF os * foremoſt 2 of theſe philoſophical — — < 
omas Pain, who has lately publiſhed what he calls a ſecond part 


of The Age of Reaſon, a work calculated, like the former, to ſeduce 
and corrupt weak. minds, and to diſſeminate among the ignorant and 


S's 


„vicious the ſeeds of infidelity and miſchief, As to thoſe who think 


for. themſelves, the inveſligation i in them will only be productive of 
diſguſt and abhorrenee. 

Tor ſtrength from truth divided and from juſt, 

iin Illaudable, nought 1 but di ſpraiſe 


#* Ang i \ignominy — Paradiſe Loſt, 
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and ſmarting under the remembrance of paſt in- 

dignities, is gone forth. With a powerful and 
undaunted arm it has ſhook the maſfy edifices of 
antiquity, and overthrown the throne of kingdoms: 

Like a vaſt and irreſiſtleſs whirlwind it has ruſh- 
ed upon the face of the earth, and ſhattered 
every inſtitution that was not firm and ſoſid in 
its ſoundation. To its fearful ſtrength; which 46 
not yet exhauſted, ſave the ſolemn and impreſſive 
force of our holy religion, we have nothing left 
. to oppoſe; Let us not then weaken this only 
barrier of defence by an innovation, Which, if 
requiſite, we may with ſo little detriment delay, 
and if not requiſite, we muſt with ſo much danger 
adopt. The citadel of revelation is yet left us to 
flee-unto; but if, through our own indiſcretion, 
we relinquiſh the outworks, we ſhall add to the 


difficulty of reſiſtance and decrtaſe mM probabis 
$648 of eſcape. fs 


1 have now, my Lord, concluded my. objebn 
ons againſt the public adoption of a new tranfla- 
tion of the Scriptures — objections which have, 
in part, been urged already, and which, I hope, 
may be deemed ſufficiently valid to be enforced 
and abided by until, at any rate, the preſent 4 
treſs of nations is ſomewhat abated, and men's 
minds are in a fitter ſtate for the profitable and 
gradual reception of truth; for it is, perhaps, 
. wiſdom to concede even virtuous intentions, 


eg there is ſo great reaſon to apprehend the 


be abuſed to criminal purpoſes. As to 
| the aſſertion that © the people having a right ta 
* read the Bible in their own language, it is 
* really criminal to give it otherwiſe than under 
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« as WAP + verfelt a verſion as the labours of 
« the learned can make it, (y) 1 certainly can 
have no objection to admitting it in its fulleſt - 
extent, perſuaded that the eternal rule of our 
faith and conduQ. ought to be as clear as the 
ght. But conſidering, on the other hand, that 
the learned are very much divided in their opi- 

nions with reſpect to the ſuperior merit of our 
moſt celebrated modern tranſlations; that the 
miſtakes in our received verſion are not of a 
nature to endanger any of the great articles of 
dur faith; and that, if a verſion indiſputably pre- 
ferable to the preſent ſhould fail of being given, 
ve ſhall not only, in vain, ſacrifice its intrinſic 
excellency and ſeaſonable antiquity, but ſhall 
thereby unſettle the honeſt conviction of plain 

e and endanger, at ſo dreadful a 
_ exilis, the precarious exiſtence. of ſociety con- 

fidering, | repeat, theſe circumſtances, the eri- 
minality above alluded to will rather, 1 think, 
attach upon thoſe, who, heedleſs of the propriety 
of conſulting .times and ſeaſons, are for giving 

* us the Bible 1 in ny: other manner than 1 It is. 
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I, my Lard, in n the foregoing ee 1 
5 may be thought to-incline too much in favour of 
a denounced and degraded ſuperſtition, I ſhall 
| be. compelled, in ſome meaſure, to plead guilty 
to the accuſation, and I wiſh I had no harder 
taſk impoſed upon me than to demonſtrate to the 
cool and unprejudiced mind, the neceſſity, and, 
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| Twill go fs fat as to add; the utility of thi ſuper. 
ſtitions of the earlier ages; (2) fort though I anxi- 
ouſly long for the period to arrive, when, by a 
due cultivation of the powers of the underſtan- 
ding, we may prudently diſpenſe with the rites 
and ceremonies, and reſt with comfort and con- 
fidence in the ſpirit of our religion; yet fo long 
as the human mind continues in its preſent de- 
fective and deplorable ſtate, I had rather be the 

man to add a link to the chain of ſuperſtition 

| than to cut one from it. Philoſophy may ana- 

- thematize me for the aſſertion, but I reſt my 


57 with God and bow before. the convittion . 
my conſcience. : | 


In the 8 which l * thus ventured to 
- ſubmit to your Lordſhip's and to the public no- 
tice, I truſt it will not be laid to my charge that 
I have either made uſe of unwarrantable lan- 
guage, or condeſcended to illiberal expreſſions. 
Truth is, and ever will be my only objett. 
To her potent influence 1 ſhall at all times be 
ready to ſurrender the crude ſuggeſtions of my 
own, and of every man's judgment, for an offence 
againſt her 1s an offence againſt Heaven. She 
has but too m counterfeits 1 know, ans; 
| a | fl 
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62 ) It is, I truſt, unneceſſary here to add that I do not mean to 
extend this obſerva: ion to the ſanguinary and horrid ſacrifices which 
* too frequently marked the character of the ages above alluded 

to; although when we recollect the deep gloom of ignorance in 
which they were enveloped, and the fierce and ſavage manners to 
which ' they were expoſed, we ſhall perhaps ceaſe to be ſurpriſed, 
however we may be ſhocked, that rites ſo ſubverſive 6f every 
principle of humanity, ſhou!d have uniformly made a * or ths 
* and unhallowed legiſlature of the ume. 
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6 „ moſt eagle. eyed intelligence may ſometimes 
_=_ :E deceiyed by her ſemblance. I canignly ſay 
mmhat T have done my ſincere endeavour” to 
© ' And; her out, but if, after all, ſhe has cluded _ 
ww earch, and 1 have ftaried a phantom in 


bauer ſtead, the futility of che diſquiſition will be 
ſpeeſlily detefied, and 1 ſhall: myſelf be among 
1 . the number of the firſt to renounce wy error / 
and to acknowledge my elſen eg 
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* remain, my Lord, with the trueſt reſpef,. Fel 
"Your Lordſhip's obedient and obliged Servant 
Ig © " GEORGE BURGES. 
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